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When reading a book, a child can go anywhere and be anything. 

 

Have you ever thought about the role reading plays in everyday life?  How many times a day you read.  It could be 
as simple as reading the directions on a soup can or a book.  It’s like breathing, you do it without thinking.   
 
Good reading skills are important and are a part of every facet of life.  It doesn’t always have to be a book to be of 
value.  It can be a child’s magazine, a comic book or a craft project.  All provide opportunities to read.  When reading 
with your child, talk about the cover of the book, the title or story and the author.  These are important concepts 
for children to learn.  As a child reads, they increase their reading skills.   
 
Children absorb everything around them.  As adults, we set an example in everything we do.  Children know by our 
actions the value we place on reading and education by watching us.  The example we set determines the level of 
importance they will give reading and education in their own life.   
 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Angela Burns 
 

Angela Burns 
Child Care Supervisor 

 

 
  

1521 Main Street 
Niagara Falls 

New York 14305 
www.childcareofniagara.com 

Toll Free:  1-800-701-4KID 
Phone:  716-285-8572 

Fax:  716-286-9243 
E-mail:  

ccrrniagara@niagaracap.org 

Local libraries are full of books begging to be read. Books help 
develop a child’s imagination and creativity. Since library 
books must be returned, it helps to teach responsibility.   

 Be a parent who encourages reading in your home. 
 Make reading a priority by taking time to read with 

your child. 
 Encourage your child to read.   
 When your child sees you read, it shows him/her how 

important reading is to you.  

“Children are great imitators.  So give them something great to imitate.” 
www.verybestquotes.com 



 

 
 Paint Easel Racetrack Drums Puppet Theater 

Robot Dollhouse Spaceship Fort 

Castle Sled Hat, Crown, Helmet Housekeeping Furniture 

Laundry Hamper Pattern Snowplow Dirty Shoe Bin/Boot Mat 

Soccer Goal Basketball Net Hockey Net Glue Mixing Mat 

Boat Airplane Memory Box Box City 

Stepping Stool Flower Pot Baby Carriage Treasure Box 

Tunnel Guitar Mailbox Train 

Yarn Dispenser Message Box Picture Frame Mosaic 

T.V. Car Wash Recycle Box Roller Coaster 

Zoo Bridge School Bus Fire Truck 

Police Car Nature Collector Dino Feet Crayon/Marker Holder 

Birdhouse    

    

 
 

    

Toddlers enjoy exploring and do not always require expensive toys. 

Next time you have an empty cardboard box on your hands, try one 

of these creative ideas. Or better yet, just give it to the children 

and see what they come up with! 
 

Cardboard Box Fun! 
(April 2015) 



 
 

 

 Always place baby on his or her back to sleep for all sleep times, including naps. 

 Have the baby share your room, not your bed. Your baby should not sleep in an adult bed, 
on a couch, or on a chair alone, with you, or with anyone else. Try room sharing-keeping 
baby's sleep area in the same room next to where you sleep. 

 Use a firm sleep surface, such as a mattress in a safety-approved crib, covered by a fitted 
sheet 

 Keep soft objects, toys, pillows, crib bumpers, and loose bedding out of your baby's sleep 
area. 

Dress your baby in no more than one layer of clothing more than an adult would wear to be 
comfortable, and leave the blanket out of the crib. A one-piece sleeper or wearable blanket can 
be used for sleep clothing. Keep the room at a temperature that is comfortable for an adult. 
 

 
 meetthedubiens.com 

 

  

How can you make 
a safe sleep 

environment? 
 

Egg Chicks 

Use carrots for the beak and sprinkles for the eyes. 

 

Craft Project:  Create a “Phone”! 

How many of you remember making a phone from 2 cans and 
some string.  I don’t know about you, but I had a lot of fun. 

Toys, games, crafts and science projects 
don’t need to be expensive, just fun! 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Z5_hMHspdpgRgiDz1j9fHZYD7CbW-NmXB4quFpPjGEAuVnvPV7ts37VSRfGHxKyoI8bmhm3paM7gSBEdvzATpZIapwQUAYwkBD2Iq60Cz0HuAZUsAOMLD4b9kRSWSTMiYoV8XuUy-LY97QH6ZCkzrNPLRQMcArcPU4Vws9xyl5m5S2Sfqg9THoXh94LKos8tQf91X8jkLl37_Zlr1JsvvUYte0ovcIzY7nAebFi3H_iHZWuEgOdKKAwlwGB4zg7HiEp9kF3S4yc=&c=-bvp6_x6u44VZ9BX3zrXlsYzjZwgbwOacnwdSVcSBomTdOZJ35lVdw==&ch=8_RO2cJEhFQIgcRExRTmICjgCVT-XLx8VAUnuFs6y9sPsg0wjuiWTA==
http://www.meetthedubiens.com/2013/03/hard-boiled-chicks.html


  
 

           

National Treasurers 
From:  Parade (parade.com/nationaltreasure) 

 

Theodor Geisel aka Dr. Seuss 
Dr. Seuss’ writings have taught many of us how to read, rhyme and of course, laugh with wonderful books like The 
Cat in The Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish, How the Grinch Stole Christmas! 
 
What better way is there to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday than to read a book or two or play some games and 
activities? 
 
In honor of Dr. Seuss, his birthday is also designated as Read Across America Day.  Across the country, thousands 
of schools, libraries and community centers participate by bringing kids, teens, and books together to celebrate 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday and the gift of reading.  
 
Websites: 
http://www.seussville.com/Educators/educatorReadAcrossAmerica.php 
http://www.seussville.com/parents/ 
Download the NEA’s Read Across America activity booklet 
 
 
Dr. Seuss wrote more than 40 other books and his work spawned 11 TV specials, 4 movies and a Broadway 
musical.  
 
His whimsy was filled with truisms: 

 “A person’s a person no matter how small.” 

 “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.” 
 
 
 

Never miss an opportunity to have a party!  

March 2nd 

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!!! 

 

 

http://www.seussville.com/parents/


Literacy begins well before your child enters 

pre-school or kindergarten 

Do you know when you talk or sing to your baby, you are teaching him or her about the sounds and structure of 
language? 

Pre-literacy skills like these influence your child’s later success in reading, writing, and speaking.  Here is a list of 
ways that you can nurture early literacy skills in your infant or toddler. 

   

 Talk or Sing About the Pictures With Your Child 
You do not have to read the words to tell a story.  Try “reading” the pictures in a book for your child some-
time.  When your child is old enough, ask him or her to read the pictures to you! 

 Let Your Child Listen at His or Her Own Pace 
  If a baby fusses or a toddler wanders away, don’t worry if you don’t finish the story.  A baby may only listen 
  for a minute or two at a time.  Toddlers may wander around while you read, or listen to a few pages, move 
  on to something else, and then return for a few more pages.  As your child grows, he or she will be able to 
  sit longer.  Remember its okay to set the book aside and try again later. 

 Let Your Child Turn the Pages 
Babies cannot yet turn pages independently, but an 18-month-old will want to give it a try, and a three-
year-old can certainly do it alone.  Remember, it’s okay to skip pages! 

 Show Your Child the Cover Page 
  Explain what the story is about.  If you have an older toddler, ask him or her to guess what the story might 
  be about. 

 Show Your Child the Words 
  Run your finger along the words as you read them from left to right. 

 Make it Personal 
  Talk about your own family, pets, or community when you are reading about others in a story 

 Let Your Child Tell the Story 
  Children as young as three years old can memorize a story, and many children love to be creative through 
  storytelling. 

 Create Books Together With Your Child 
Make photo books of family members.  Cut pictures out of magazines or catalogs to make word books.  
Make a color book by having fun with crayons, markers, and paints.  As your child gets older, have him or 
her dictate a story to you and then draw pictures to go with the words. 



    

MAKE A POTATO HEAD PLANT 

1.  Cut off both ends of a potato.  

2.  Stand the potato upright on one of the flat cut surfaces and scoop out a hole in the other end.  

3.  Carve out a face on one side of the potato.  

4.  Have the children place two cotton balls in the potato’s scooped-out top.  

5.  Let them water the cotton balls and sprinkle them with grass or alfalfa seeds.  

6.  Place in a sunny spot and watch his hair grow 

 
 

 
 

The following plants help to attract adult butterflies:  
  Aster      Blanket Flower    Day-lily     Phlox     Sunflower   
  Verbena     Black-eyed Susan   Butterfly Bush   Milkweed 

 
Encourage children to be:  Very gentle as butterflies are very delicate. 

       To sit very still and maybe a butterfly will land on them.   
 

  
meetthedubie  

Plant a Garden to 

Attract Butterflies 

Orange fish with Blueberry Bubbles 

Blub  Blub  Blub 
 

http://www.meetthedubiens.com/


 
 
 
Birthday Party:  Never miss a chance to celebrate someone’s special day especially if their accomplishments  
     encourage children to dream and imagine life’s possibilities:   
 

Suggestions in celebrating Mr. Einstein’s birthday: 
 Is there a child who would like to share their musical talent?  

 Or give each child a musical instrument of some kind and create a band. 

 Have each child share what they want to be when they grow up and why.  

o Write down and post each child’s aspiration(s). 

o During the days and months ahead, encourage the children towards the 

fulfillment of their dream(s). 

Albert Einstein once said that had he not been a scientist, he would have been a musician. 
“Life without playing music is inconceivable for me.  I live my daydreams in music. 

I see my life in terms of music…I get most joy in life out of music.” 
 
Quotes by Albert Einstein: 

 "Imagination is more important than knowledge.  Knowledge is limited.  Imagination encircles the world." 

1929. 

 "Wisdom is not a product of schooling but of the lifelong attempt to acquire it." 1954 

 "The important thing is to not stop questioning.  Curiosity has its own reason for existing." 1955 

 "The search for truth and knowledge is one of the finest attributes of man or woman—though often, it is 

most loudly voiced by those who strive for it the least." 1943 (italic mine) 

 "If you want to live a happy life, tie it to a goal, not to people or objects." (date unknown) 

 

 

 

 

Albert Einstein 
 

Birth Date:  March 14, 1879 
 
Mr. Einstein is known today for his many accomplishments in mathematics 
and science.  His work in these fields profoundly affect the world we live 
in.  But did you know he was an accomplished violinist and enjoyed playing 
the piano. 
 
Did you know?  

 When he was born, his grandmother said he was stupid.   

 A teacher commented that he would never amount to anything.   

 

Since it’s also Pi Day… 
Wouldn’t pie make a 

great dessert or snack? 



March 17th
 

 

 

 
 

On St. Patrick's Day the leprechaun should write a note saying he's sorry for the mischief he has caused. He'll 
also tell the children that he has left them a treasure and has hidden a pot of gold for them to find.  Kids follow 
the clues around the center/school, until they find the surprise. (Take a black cauldron Halloween pot and fill 
with goodies!)  

 

 
I'm a little leprechaun 

Dressed in green, 
The tiniest man 

That you have ever seen. 
If you ever catch me, so it's told, 

I'll give you my pot of gold. 

  

If you're wearing green today, dance a jig. 
If you're wearing green today, dance a jig. 

If you're wearing green today, 
Dance a jig, then smile and say, 

Have a very Happy St. Patrick's Day! 

READ DR. SEUSS' Green Eggs and Ham... 
then... make green eggs! (Perfect for St. Patrick's Day) 

Make scrambled egg batter your normal way ...Add a little green food 
coloring until you get a color of green you like. Cook and Eat. Serve with 
toast or English muffin. You could also really 'green' it up by putting green 
cream cheese on bagels or rice cakes! 

This can also be a visual experience. When something looks different, it still 
may taste the same! Try eating the eggs with eyes open and then with eyes 
closed. The kids may not like the way it tastes, because of the way it 
looks...but then will realize there is no difference. 

Leprechauns Invade the Program!  
(For Pre-K to Grade 2) 

 
Make mischief! For St. Paddy's week, when the children go outside to 
play, turn chairs and tables upside down.  
Or, when children take naps--the leprechauns switch shoes around. 
 

LITTLE LEPRECHAUN  

to tune of I'm a Little Teapot 

 

IF YOU'RE WEARING GREEN TODAY 
By Elizabeth McKinnon 

Tune: 'If You're Happy and You Know It 

 



    
 

 
 

You need a bean seed, small garden pot (3 inch across) some soil and water. You will also need a place to put the 
pot where it will get 4-6 hours of sunlight. Fill the pot with soil.  Make a small hole using the little finger about 
1/4 inch deep.  Put in the bean, cover over and water. Place the pot in a sunny spot and watch it grow. Be sure 
the planter has drainage and be sure to place a saucer to catch the excess water. 

 

 

What does a leprechaun call a happy man wearing green?     A Jolly Green Giant. 

What is out in the yard all summer and is Irish?       Paddy O'Furniture.  

Why do frogs like St. Patrick's Day?          Because they're always wearing green. 

What happens when a leprechaun falls into a river?      He gets wet!  

What do you get when you cross a pillowcase with a stone?    A sham rock.  

What is Barney's favorite thing on St. Patrick's Day?      A Blarney Stone!  

How can you tell if an Irishman is having a good time?      He's Dublin over with laughter!  

Why do people wear shamrocks on St. Patrick's Day?      Regular rocks are too heavy. 
  

PLANT GREEN BEANS 

Have each child plant their own green beans. 
Start well in advance so the beans will start to come up before March 17! 

♣ Beans are the color green and the children will love watching them grow. 

♣ They are also a great way to introduce children to gardening and the 
 connection between food and the earth. 
 

 

♣ If children are younger--begin or end the 
activity with reading  

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK 

 



 
Where lead can be found: 

 Paint  Imported sidewalk chalk  Mini-blinds 
 Dust  Drinking water  Hobby mat 
 Soil  Imported candies or food  Metal jewelry 

 
Points of interest: 

 In 1978, lead was banned in household paint, but it is still used in industrial paint and other products.   
 Since lead may be found in the soil, it’s important that children wash their hands when coming in from 

outdoors. 
 
Protecting children from lead: 

 Clean floors, windowsills, hands, toys and pacifiers often. 
 Don’t use foods, spices, pots, dishes or toys known to contain lead. 
 Use only cold tab water to make formula and for drinking and cooking – run water for a few minutes before 

using it. 
 Take any product that has peeling paint away from children. 
 If you believe a child has swallowed something containing lead, seek immediate medical attention. 

 
NOTE: Many of the products we use come from around the world.  It is important to know that not all countries 
  have the same laws/standards as we have in the U.S.  Some countries have no lead band in place and it is 
  routinely used.   
 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC): 

 Child care providers and parents/caregivers are encouraged to sign up to receive recall notices from the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (www.CPSC.gov).    

 
 

 

 

Lead Poisoning: 
Regardless of where we live, there is lead. As parents and providers, 
we need to be aware and learn how to minimize its effects as much 
as possible.     

 A child should be tested for lead poisoning at one (1) year 
of age and again at two (2).  

 Children aged 0 – 2 are in the most danger from the effects 
of lead poisoning since their bodies and brains are not yet 
fully developed. 

 

Choking:  
For infants and toddlers, toys should be large enough that they can’t fit into the child’s 
mouth, nose or ear.  Use a choke tube or a paper towel roll to test if a toy is a choking 
hazard.  If this object can be put in (or stuffed into) a choke tube or paper towel roll, it 
is a choking hazard to children. 
 

Balloons:  

Young children put everything in their mouth or at least try to, balloons are no exception.  
Balloons are the cause of almost one-quarter (1/4) of choking deaths in children.  A whole 
balloon or pieces of a popped balloon can become stuck in the throat and cover a child’s air 
way. 
 

http://www.cpsc.gov/


 

Tell Your Child, "I Made a Mistake" 

"It is so important for an adult to apologize because it shows the child it's OK to make mistakes and say you are sorry. 

When you say, 'I shouldn't have done that,' your child will have a rock-solid sense that her feelings matter to the people 

who are most important in her life."  John Gottman, Ph.D. ● Author, Raising an Emotionally Intelligent Child 

We've all had times when we couldn't believe the things we've said to our kids. Most parents have blurted out something 
like, "You'll never learn!" or, "Stop crying now, just stop it!" Then we wonder how these things we swore we'd never say 
to our kids, that we hated our parents for saying to us, come out of our mouths! 

"A lot about being a parent is managing feelings of helplessness," says Michael Thompson, Ph.D. "The tantrums of little 
children make parents feel helpless. When older kids stand up to you and criticize your character that brings up a different 
kind of helplessness. And when our kids make us feel helpless, our buttons get pushed, and we say things we wish we 
hadn't." 

Often the best way to deal with it is to admit you're wrong and apologize. "Kids often enjoy nothing better than for their 
parents to be wrong — and feel validated when their parents apologize," adds Thompson. 

So instead of beating yourself up when you hear your mother's voice come out of your mouth, take a breath and 
apologize. The following strategies may help you figure what you need to say when an apology is in order. 

Apologize for your behavior, not for yourself.    You might tell your child, "I've been thinking about what  
              happened and I don't like what I said or did."  

Give yourself a momentary time out.   You might say, "I'm sorry, I'm not thinking clearly right  now. 
 Give me a moment and I'll get back to you." 

Ask your child, “What could I have done differently? Ask her for help in figuring out what to do, and be open to  
  her suggestions. You might say, "Did I make a mess of this?" 

Kids love to hear parents admit they are wrong. 

You might also ask,           In a non-accusatory way, review what occurred.  Use this  
“What could you have done differently?"  opportunity to discuss what you and your child could do 

differently next time. 

Next time, try joking instead of over-reacting.   You might say with a laugh, "Are you going to drive me totally 
 crazy again?" 

Remember that no parent is perfect.       Think about what provoked your response. Also, think about 
              all the good things you do as a parent. Talk to a friend about
              what happened and find out how she might have handled it. 

Think specifically about how you might     What is it about your child’s behavior that pushes your  
behave differently next time.  buttons? Is there something you can do or say that would 

change the way you react? You might try taking a deep breath 
before you speak, or walking out of the room until you figure 
out how you want to react. Think about this when you're 
calm: the heat of the moment may not be the time to fix this 
problem, particularly if it's become a pattern. 

Learn from your mistakes - and move on! 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/games/quizzes/earth-day-quiz-whiz/ 

SACC CORNER 
I Can't Believe I Said That! 

 



Garden Rocks  

 

 
 

 
 

     
 

Paint oval rocks red.     Some children may need help.     When black paint is 

Paint a line down the middle of rock.  dry, spray each rock 

Paint spots on either side of the line  with a coat of  

with black paint and cue-tip.      sealant to protect from  

Do the face and mouth.     weathering outdoors. 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_EKdi4TALN1k/S9tksBtqqCI/AAAAAAAAFdY/bMHhDmrMQH4/s1600/ladybugs_garden+rock+collage.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_EKdi4TALN1k/S9tk1vyUYWI/AAAAAAAAFdw/MN_PJOzDXtc/s1600/laydbug_red+rocks.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-fsCMKdF4SB8/Ta0LL3Hy5PI/AAAAAAAANFY/mz9LaX2KLpw/s1600/ladybugs_me+paint.jpg
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-w20AkF_8WLw/Ta0LUkxGPhI/AAAAAAAANFc/WBz1vZ9mDIA/s1600/ladybugs_in+flowers2.jpg


 
 

(The instructions for the card were non-existent, but it’s cute and looks pretty straight-forward to make.)  

 

 
The poem is a PDF.  Click “edit” to take a “snap shot”.  Drop into separate document.   

Adjust the size if necessary and print! 



What to do when a Child Curses 
August 25, 2009 22:52 by Barbara Shelby 

 

Thought of the Month  
Cursing among kids is more prevalent today than ever before! In a recent survey, four out of five teachers said that 
student behavior was worse than ever; children as young as three are using bad language. Fortunately, it is a 
problem that can be addressed in your home, program or classroom.  

● Keep your cool when kids use bad words. Think for a moment before responding. Children are finding their 
place in the world. They are going through...What can I do? What can't I do? (And even...What can I get away 
with?) Some children may curse to see what kind of a reaction they will get from you. Even a very young child 
who doesn't know the meaning of the word may simply use it because it is known to shock adults. It may also 
have received attention in the past. 

● If you stay calm and control your reaction, you take away the shock value of the swear word and render it 
ineffective. The young child may forget the incident and entirely forget the word. If the child is older, calmly 
but firmly say "It's not Ok to use that word here." 

● Make a game of it and offer alternatives! After isolating the word(s) used, encourage children to think of 
appropriate alternatives. Start off with some substitutes:  You can say words such as "shoot!" "darn" "phooey"... 
Next challenge the child to come up with other alternatives. This is especially effective if the child is cursing 
from frustration and trying to express an emotion. If this is the case, say I see that you're upset, but the word 
you used bothers people. Hopefully, you'll be hearing "fudge" or "rats" in the future!  

● If you are working with children and none of this works -- and the words continue in the future, tell the child 
you will need to talk to their parent about the inappropriate language. This consequence in itself may squash 
the verbiage. 

● If you are a parent, silence the source. Make a point of setting up 'house rules' where everyone must use 
acceptable vocabulary in front of the kids. Children model the language and behavior of those around them, so 
be sure your home is a haven of words you want your child to use.  

● If the words are coming from television or video games, consider censoring what is being watched and played. 
You can activate your TV's V-chip-as well as control computers. Is it coming from a friend or school? Talk to the 
child's teacher or parent.  

● Reward positive behavior by noticing when a child stops cursing. When you hear a 'substitute' word being 
used instead of the 'real' word,' notice it and remark "Ahh, you didn't use the bad word--good for you." 
Receiving attention for appropriate behavior goes far in reinforcing change. 

● As a side note, also watch for children using words such as stupid, dumb, gay, retarded, etc. when referring 
to people! These words are also inappropriate and extremely mean and hurtful! Teach children they are NOT 
OK to use. 

  

http://www.kidactivities.net/post/What-to-do-when-a-Child-Curses.aspx
http://www.kidactivities.net/author/Barbara%20Shelby.aspx


  CARROT TOPS 
Adapted from Judy Schneider 

 

Materials: Shallow container & 4 carrots with tops 

As the project is written, it is geared to GRADES 6 to 8; however, it can be adapted to ANY grade level. 

 Question:  Can a plant grow from just the top of a carrot? 

 Research:  What kind of root does a carrot have? Why is the root so big? What is needed for a plant 

    to grow? 

 Hypothesis:  Can the carrot top provide what is needed for the plant to grow?  

 

 

 

 

TEACHER/CAREGIVER SECTION FOR CARROTS:  

 Possible Hypothesis: No growth will occur since the carrot is not living OR leaves will grow since even  

      this small part of the plant is still living. 

 Possible Conclusion: The carrot top should show some new growth each day. The student should   

      discuss the possible reasons for the growth.  

 

 

 

 
  

1. Cut about half an inch off the end of the carrot that has the leaves. Cut 
 the leaves off close to the base of the carrot.  
2. Put the carrots into the container with the cut side down.  
3. Add enough water to cover about half the carrot top.  
4. Place the container in a well-lighted window.  
5. Observe the carrot tops each day for any changes. Remember the changes 
 may start out small and change slowly. Look for new leaves and roots.  
6. Use a metric ruler to measure any growth you may observe.  
7. Continue your observations for six days and write your report on the sixth 
 day. For younger children, just have fun observing the carrot, while 
 making observations along the way! 

 
 

Reminder: 
 

It’s that time of year again, so be sure to replace the 

batteries in all smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 

alarms.  Also, check each product to make sure it is working 

and can be clearly heard, especially in sleeping areas of your 

home.  These products also have a shelf life.  Is it time for 

a replacement? 



       

 

Window Cord Strangulation is Preventable! 
 
The Window Covering Safety Council (WCSC) and the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) urge 
parents and caregivers to check window coverings for exposed or dangling cords.  These cords pose a strangulation 
hazard to infants and young children.  For more information on window cord safety, check CPSC’s website at:  

 Window Covering Safety Information Center or 

 windowcoverings.org. 

 
Per CPSC Chairman Elliot F. Kaye, “Corded window coverings are one of the top five hidden hazards in homes.”  The 
Commission works with manufacturers and retailers to help prevent child strangulations from window cords.  
  
If possible, corded window coverings should be replaced with cordless products.  (Repair kits are available if 
replacing these products is not possible.) 
  

If you cannot afford a repair kit, contact the Window Covering Safety Council for free repair kit(s):  
          Phone:  800-506-4636 
          Website: www.windowcoverings.org  
 

The industry began a Best for Kids certification program.  This program helps consumers and retailers identify 
window covering products for use in homes with infants and young children.   
 
For a product to receive this Best for Kids certification: 

 Manufacturers must meet specific program criteria. 

 Manufacturers must submit their window covering products to a designated third-party testing 
laboratory. 

 Once a product passes the third-party testing, a manufacturer will be allowed to label the product with 

the Best for Kids certification seal. 
 
WCSC and CPSC encourage parents and caregivers to follow basic window safety measures: 

• Move all furniture, cribs, beds and climbable surfaces away from windows. 
• If young children are in the home, be sure that windows cannot open more than 4 inches.  Window guards 

or window stops can be installed to help prevent children from falling from a window. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Window-Covering/
file:///C:/Users/nathp/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/109HNCS9/windowcoverings.org
http://www.windowcoverings.org/
http://www.windowcoverings.org/window-covering-industry-launches-best-for-kids-program-new-safety-program-to-help-consumers-and-retailers-easily-identify-products-for-homes-with-young-children/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
babble.com 

 

Happy Birthday Big Bird!!  March 20 

 

 
 

To celebrate Big Bird’s Birthday, how about making a treat for birds in your yard.  
This recipe makes about 12 feeders. 

Ingredients:  2 cups shortening    2 cups peanut butter  
    5 cups bird seed  
 

 Mix all ingredients together. 
 Shape into balls. 
 Wrap each ball in netting from onion bags and secure with a plastic twist.  

April 23: 'PIGS-IN-A-BLANKET' Day 

INGREDIENTS:  
Package of hot dogs or little smokies cut in pieces;  

 1 can refrigerated biscuits (not the flaky type)  

DIRECTIONS: 
 Flatten the biscuit, cut in half. 
 Place half the hot dog on a biscuit & bring the two sides of biscuit together.  
 Place on a cookie sheet & bake at the same temperature as indicated for 

the biscuits.  
 They are done when the biscuit is done.  
 Dip in ketchup or mustard.  

 

What’s the difference between a 

spider web and a cobweb? 
 
Spider Web: It is a web that presently has a spider occupying it. They are  the  ones 
    you'll see typically in gardens and outdoors.  
 
Cobweb:  It is a web which is abandoned by the spider that made it.  

Many reasons cause a spider to abandon its web such as, poor 
hunting, poor lighting, or constant disturbance. These abandoned 
webs remain sticky for some time after the spider departs. This means 
they act as a magnet for dust and any little particles in the air.  
 
 

 

Banana Caterpillar 

Use peanut butter to stick banana slices together, then add pretzel stick legs. 

 

http://www.babble.com/best-recipes/peanut-butter-banana-caterpillar-recipe/ready-to-serve/
http://www.babble.com/best-recipes/peanut-butter-banana-caterpillar-recipe/ready-to-serve/


 



 
 
 
Provider: Can’t believe today!  It’s been one of those days all day long.  This one is crying.  This one slugged that one 

and took his toy.  Two children are leaving and another parent will  be here any moment.  I just don’t have 
time to be bothered with all this paper work!   CACFP was here at lunch and my records weren’t up to date.  
I can’t believe it, just what I need, my registrar/licensor coming up the walk!  

Mama said there would be days like this, she just didn’t tell me there would be this many! 

It’s tough at times.  It becomes really tough when one day’s paper work has become 2, then 3, then 4 and before you 
know it, it’s time to submit documentation for payment/reimbursement.  The paperwork is behind and now you have to 
remember who was there, what was served for meals, and arrival/departure times.   

Whether it is the CACFP monitor or your registrar/licensor, they are there to assist you, but it is also their job to ensure 
compliance with the appropriate regulations.  So, if any child care provider claims a child that was not there, it becomes 
a false claim. 

Keeping accurate attendance records in every program is very important.  Accurate records help assure that CACFP 
reimbursement or the Department of Social Services payment can be processed in a timely manner.  Then no one has to 
remember if little “Johnnie” was there or not.  The attendance record will verify it.   

Accurate attendance records help to protect you, the provider.  A parent may make an accusation about the care their 
child received in your day care and you may have to defend yourself.  Without accurate records, it is a “she says, he says” 
situation.   

Example: 
Johnnie left at 3:00 with Dad.  Mom comes by at 5:30 to pick him up.  With a “sign-in/out log”, you have the 
documentation which indicates Dad picked him up at 3:00. 

Many separated/divorced parents have joint custody.  Mom drops Johnnie off at Dad’s on Wednesday after school.  Dad 
asks about his bruises.  Mom says he got in a fight at day care.  Dad makes a complaint.  With up-to-date records, you 
have the documentation which indicates he wasn’t there. 

Tuesday Johnnie was present at day care during the usual time.  You submit the paperwork to the Department of Social 
Services for payment.  Come to find out Mom, didn’t work last Tuesday and the Department of Social Services refused to 
pay you for his care.  As part of your documentation, you have a “sign in/out log”.  You have the documentation that 
Johnnie was there which makes the parent responsible for payment of the child care services. 

Emergencies: We don’t like to think about it, but what if the emergency is us, the provider?  What if we are not able 
to communicate?  What if we are the one injured or ill?  Can your records speak for you?  First responders need to know 
who is present at that moment.  What if little “Johnnie” is missing?  Was he picked up earlier in the day?  Or maybe he 
was giving you a hard time and when you didn’t answer him, he became upset and hid thinking you were angry.   

It might seem a bit extreme, but it has happened.  A provider passed away with day care children present.  

If you need assistance with documentation procedures, please contact your registrar/licensor.   
 

  

Attendance Records 
Paper Work & Records!  Records & Paper Work! 

The biggest lie I tell myself is  
"I don't need to write that down, I'll remember it." by Big Quote! 

 



 
 
March 8     Emergency Medication Training 
2016     Location: Community Child Care Clearinghouse of Niagara 
      Time:   6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
               
Mar 23     Darkness to Light 
2016     Location: Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center ● Hodge Building  
      Time:  6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
      
April 16          Medication Administration Training (MAT) ● 8 Hour Classroom MAT 
2016     Location: Memorial Medical Center ● Hodge 3 Community Room      
      Time:  8:00 AM – 4:00 PM      
          
April 26     Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) 
2016     Location: Community Child Care Clearinghouse of Niagara      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/elearn_catalog.shtm 
 

 School Age Child Care **NEW**       OCFS Training Topics 1, 3 & 4 (1.5 training hours)  

 Supervision of Children         OCFS Training Topic 4 (1.5 training hours)  

 Obesity Prevention          OCFS Training Topic 2 (2.0 training hours)   

 Emergency Preparedness        OCFS Training Topics 4 & 7 (1.5 training hours)   

 Family Engagement             OCFS Training Topics 3 & 4 (1.0 training hours)   

 Early Intervention           OCFS Training Topics 1 & 4 (1.5 training hours)  

 Transportation           OCFS Training Topics 3, 4 & 7 (2.0 training hours   

 Managing Challenging Behavior: 18 to 36 Months  OCFS Training Topic 1 (1.5 training hours)  

 Managing Challenging Behavior: Birth to 18 Months  OCFS Training Topic 1 (1.5 training hours)   

 Keeping Children Safe:           OCFS Training Topics 1, 3, 4 & 7 (1.5 training hours) 
  Prevention of Lead Poisoning and Other Dangers to Children  

 Preventing Sudden Infant Death Syndrome    OCFS Training Topics 1, 3, 4 & 7 (1.0 training hours) 
  and Promoting Safe Sleeping                                    

 Preventing Shaken Baby Syndrome (SBS)     OCFS Training Topics 1 & 9 (1.0 training hours)  

 Mandated Reporter On-Line Training     OCFS Training Topics 5, 6 & 8 (2.0 training hours)
  

  

New York State Office of Children and Family 
Services (OCFS) Free On-Line Trainings:  

Revised August 2015 

Provider Trainings 
March & April 2016 

For more information on these trainings, please check your Winter 
Training Calendar. 
 

http://www.ecetp.pdp.albany.edu/elearn_catalog.shtm


Board of Directors: 
  Sharon Highfield 
  James Pyra 
  Thomas Beachy 
  Ann Printup 
  Joyce Scott 
  Charles Walker 
  Russ Rizzo  
  John Lombardi III 
  Dennis Stachera 
  Danny Sklarski 
  Kim Meal 
  Tim Beach 
  Pamela Stevenson 
  Neil Gruppo 
  Owen Steed 
 

CCR&R Staff: 
Supervisor:  Angela Burns 
 
Registrar Unit:  Kimmarie Brown 
    Elizabeth Nowakowski 
     
Legally Exempt: Joanne Sandonato 
    Debbie Pierricelli 
 
Child Care 
Referrals:   Carolyn Jacobs 
 
CACFP:   Linda Newman 
    Betty McCarthy 
 

Mission Statement: 
Niagara Community Action Program, Inc. is a 
countywide agency dedicated to reducing 
poverty in a collaborative effort by initiating 
and conducting programs of self-sufficiency.  
Our ultimate goal is to empower individuals 
and families to reach their fullest potential. 
 

Office Closings: 
• Friday, March 25 – Good Friday 
• Monday, May 30 – Memorial Day 
• Monday, July 4 – Independence Day 

 
Contact Information: 
 Community Child Care 
 Clearinghouse of Niagara 
 1521 Main Street 
 Niagara Falls, NY  14305 
 
Phone:  716-285-8572 
Toll Free:  1-800-701-4KID (4543) 
Fax:   716-286-9243 
 
E-mail:  ccrrniagara@niagaracap.org 
Web:  www.childcareofniagara.com 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
This is just a sample of problems that you may face at your child care 
facility.  Call the CCR&R and a staff member will come to your site, 
observe, assess and plan with you a course of action. 
 
This may include multiple observations, trainings, assessments, a quality 
improvement plan or other on-site technical support to resolve issue(s) 
and help you get to where you want to be! 
 
Call 716-285-8572 (or toll free at 1-800-701-4KID) ext. 115 today to 
make your first appointment and get started! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CACFP – CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM 

CACFP is a nutrition education and meal 
reimbursement program helping providers serve 
nutritious and safely prepared meals and snacks to 
children and adults in day care settings. The income 
from this program is tax-free. For more information, 
contact Betty McCarthy at 716-285-9681 ext. 111. 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer 
(EOE). 

Need Help at Your Day Care? 

Do you have a screaming child, a disgruntled 
parent, or a curriculum that just isn’t working 

for you? 

 

Be sure to share if you have… 
● Favorite games, crafts or projects  
● Favorite website for inspiration & ideas 
● Favorite jokes for children 
● Suggestions/ideas for future newsletters 
 
Important:  So credit may be given to the author, 
creator or website, etc., please include where 
you obtained your information. 
 

Send to:  Carolyn Jacobs @    
    ccrrniagara@niagaracap.org 

If you need to update your provider record, 
especially a change in phone number(s), total 
number of vacancies or days and hours of care, 
contact Carolyn Jacobs at 716-285-8572 ext. 109 or 
by e-mail at:  ccrrniagara@niagaracap.org.  In most 
cases, a voice message or e-mail is sufficient.   
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.udmo.com/CACFP/images/CACFP Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.udmo.com/CACFP.htm&docid=BwYlcEN8Q0AjSM&tbnid=pXhPckhF8pNR3M:&w=210&h=214&ei=99UiVZSkEpelyATzj4HwDg&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
mailto:ccrrniagara@niagaracap.org
mailto:ccrrniagara@niagaracap.org

